[Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy in elderly immunocompetent patients. Report of 2 cases].
Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy is a disorder which is rare in immunocompetent patients. We report the cases of two elderly patients with serology, in one case positive for hepatitis C, and in the other with anti-DNA antibodies, and discuss the part these might play in causing progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy. Case 1. An 86 year old man had been found on serology investigations to be positive for hepatitis C virus. In November 1996 he complained of dysarthria and left hemi-negligence following an accidental fall. Since his clinical condition became worse he was admitted to hospital for further investigation. On neuroimaging studies the intracerebral lesions were increased. The only other finding confirmed was that of positive serology for hepatitis C virus. The patient deteriorated progressively and died 50 days after admission. Case 2. A 70 year old woman began to show progressive cognitive impairment and left hemiparesia in June 1996. Se was investigated in another centre and provisionally diagnosed as having vasculitis of the CNS, in view of her positive anti-DNA antibody and right frontoparietal hypodense lesion. Treatment had been started with corticosteroids. She was admitted to our hospital when her neurological deficits worsened. The immunological alterations were confirmed. On MRI the lesions in the white matter were seen to have progressed. The patient slowly improved. She was discharged from hospital in February 1997 in a semiconscious state, able to follow persons and things with her eyes, with global aphasia and with spastic tetraparesia which was mainly left-sided. She remains stable. Progressive multifocal leukoencephalopathy is a condition which should be remembered when dealing with immunocompetent patients.